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Response to Notification of Non-Compliant Appeal Brief 
Providing a Summary of the Claimed Subject Matter 



In response to the Notification of Non-Compliant Appeal Brief mailed on 
October 25, 2005, Appellant submits the following concise explanation of the 
invention defined in the independent claims on appeal in accordance with 37 
CFR41.37(c)(1)(v) and MPEP 1205.03: 



Claim 1 

The invention of independent claim 1 is directed to a system for verifying 
the purchase of a retail item by a customer. The system comprises a label 12 



which is attached to or otherwise associated with the retail item 10 (see Fig. 1; 
specification p. 4, lines 1 1-21). A point-of-sale station has a point-of-sale 
encoding device (e.g., 20 in Fig. 2) which provides a machine-readable post- 
purchase indicia (e.g., the "S" shown as 22 in Fig. 2a) to the label 12. (See, e.g., 
p. 4, line 22 to p. 7, line 16.) A return station has a detecting device (e.g., 30 in 
Fig. 3) for analyzing the label 12 to determine whether a post-sale indicia 22 is 
present. (See, e.g., p. 7, line 17 to p. 8, line 21.) 



The invention of independent claim 14 is directed to a method for verifying 
the purchase of a retail item by a customer. The method includes the steps of 
providing a label 12 associated with the retail item 10 (see Fig. 1; specification p. 
4, lines 11-21); encoding a machine-readable post-purchase indicia (e.g., the "S" 
in Fig. 2a) on the label 12 with an encoding device (e.g., 20 in Fig. 2) when the 
item is purchased by a customer (see, e.g., p. 4, line 22 to p. 7, line 16.); and 
upon return of the item, analyzing the label 12 with a detecting device (e.g., 30 in 
Fig. 3) to determine whether an indicia 22 is present (see, e.g., p. 7, line 17 to p. 
8, line 21). 

Applicant also states that (i) the real party in interest is the applicant, 
David W. Cox, Jr., and (ii) there are no related appeals or interferences. 
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Eric H. Weimers 
Registration No. 33,048 
Attorney for Applicant 



